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Dear St. Monica Community Members and Friends: 

The month of November is a month for offering thanks as we celebrate the 
great holiday of Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving ð we can never offer the words òthank 
youó enough. We should be offering prayers of thanks to God on a daily basis for all 
the blessings we have received. We should also be offering words of thanks to the 
many people who help us and support us in our daily lives. So allow me to offer 
some prayers and words of thanks ð a prayer of thanks to God for the people of St. 
Monica, as you make our Parish the great Parish it is. Your involvement in liturgy, 
school, formation, committees, activities, etc. makes us a vibrant community. So my 
prayer of thanks is also a word of thanks to all of you. Thanks for the love and 
support you give me; thanks for the financial support you offer to keep our 
community thriving; thanks for your dedication to living your faith. 

The word Eucharist literally means òthanksgiving,ó and so as an expression of thanks the most 
important thing you can do as a member of our St. Monica Parish community is to make it a priority to be at 
Mass every Sunday. As a faith community we truly need each other, and praying together as a community and 
receiving the Eucharist each weekend is such an important part of our Catholic lives. 

Our ancestors gave us the foundation of our faith, and it is now up to us to live it. One of the things I 
like to ask teenagers when I have a chance is òwho do you admire when it comes to faith?ó  Many, many youth 
will mention their grandparents. These are people who truly live their faith, attending Mass weekly if not daily, 
offering their daily prayers, volunteering on a regular basis. The question I ask those not yet in this age bracket 
is: will your grandchildren someday admire you for your faith? In order for that to happen, we need to 
actively live our faith. 

The month of November is also a month in the Catholic Church when we traditionally remember those 
who have died. We remember all our loved ones who have died and we miss so dearly. The holidays can be a 
very difficult time for those who lost someone close to them. For those of you who have experienced such a 
loss, please know of our love and prayers. For the rest of us, please make a special effort to reach out and 
support those around us who are continuing to grieve ð give a call, send a note, make some cookies and drop 
them off. Do something for your neighbor or relative who is feeling sad this holiday season and give them the 
chance to smile even in the midst of their sorrow. 

Finally, the end of the month of November is also the end of our liturgical year, as we celebrate the 
feast of Christ the King and transition to the start of a new liturgical year, beginning the season of Advent. This 
coming liturgical year will be a significant one, because it will be the last year in which we celebrate Mass with 
the words we have become so used to praying. One year from now in Advent 2011, we will implement the 
revision to the liturgy. We will spend much of this year learning what will be coming and the reasons behind it. 
We have two choices, we can complain about the changes that are coming or we can embrace the changes, 
recognizing them as an opportunity for us to grow in our faith. I choose the latter. I want to grow in my faith 
and I am excited to grow together with you as we embrace the coming changes. 

As November ends, let us offer thanksgiving, let us remember those who 
have died and let us celebrate the start of something new. Thanksgiving, 
remembrance and celebration ð sounds great to me!           
   

        Sincerely in Christ, 

                                                    

                                                            

 

 

Father Jerry Herda 

Pastor ð St. Monica Parish 

 

St. Monica Pastoral Staff Team (L to R): 
Tom Mlada, Sara Cherny, Andre Lesperance, 
Mike Bruch, Julie Robinson, Peggy Porter,  

Fr. Paul Fliss, Jennifer Hawkins,  
Fr. Jerry Herda, Beth Hoover 



 

Development & Stewardship 
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Dear St. Monica Community Members and Friends: 
 

We are very excited to share with you our first annual òGratitude Reportó for our St. Monica Community. 
 

As you will see, our faith community remains fiscally strong because of your faithful and generous financial 
support. And, our Exemplary Recognition day school and our parish ministries continue to grow and thrive 
because of your collective stewardship of time, talent, and treasure. In embracing your role as stewards, 
youõve reached out to and made a very positive difference for so many. In sharing of yourselves in so many 
ways, you allow us to live out Jesusõ mission to preach, teach, pray and serve.  
 

Included in these pages are highlights of the ministries central to the life of our St. Monica Community,   
including Prayer & Worship; Christian Formation; Human Concerns; and our St. Monica School.  Please 
take some time to read and reflect upon our 2009-2010 Gratitude Report, as it is truly an illustration and  
celebration of the countless ways in which our St. Monica Community continues to work together as One 
Family in Christ in proclaiming His greatness. 
 

We are so grateful to all of you who make our St. Monica Community all the amazing things it is!  As a con-
gregation, we need and we celebrate your gifts; so much of what we are able to do is made possible through 
your support and generosity.  Your stewardship is very much an investment in our faith community and es-
sential to the success of our collective difference-making efforts ð and for that investment, we thank you!  
 

Godõs blessings to you and yours~ 
 
   Tom Mlada     Beth Hoover  
 Director ð Development & Stewardship Assoc. Director ð Development & Stewardship 
 

Stewardship Prayer 
 

My Church is composed of people like me. 
I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly and welcoming ð if I am. 
Its pews will be filled with enthusiastic celebrants ð if I help fill them. 

It will do great work ð if I do my best work. 
It will make generous gifts to many worthy causes ð if I am a generous giver. 

It will bring other people into its worship and fellowship ð if I invite and bring them. 
It will be a community of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and with the most noble spirit ð  

if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things. 
Therefore, with the help of God,  

 I shall dedicate myself to the task of BEING  
all the things I want my Church to be. 

 

~Author Unknown 
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Prayer and Worship 
Over the past year, the Prayer and Worship Committee has expanded its membership and is working      

toward  providing more and varied possibilities for prayer within our parish community.  This includes   

seasonal prayer opportunities for Advent and Christmas as well as Lent and Easter. 
 

Since the liturgy  is the òsource and summitó of our Catholic faith, the Prayer and Worship Committee  

encourages all parishioners to take part in at least one of the liturgical ministries.  The Committee continues 

to strive to make a variety of opportunities available for members of our parish family to do so, including  

opportunities where families can serve together. 

More than 300 of our parish members are  

involved as liturgical ministers  

actively serving as: 

Lectors 
Ushers 
Choir Members 
Cantors 
Liturgical Musicians 
Altar Servers 
Art and Environment 
Committee Members 
Childrenõs Liturgist 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Sacristan 
Pastoral Care to the Homebound 
Hospital Ministry 
Baptismal Preparation 
Alter Society 

The seven sacraments are signs and  

instruments of Godõs grace.  In the past year,  

our St. Monica Community celebrated: 

    14 Marriages 
    15 Funerals 
    63 Baptisms 
    58 Confirmations 
    84  First Communions 
    84  First Reconciliations 
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Christian Formation 

 
With the mission of providing and encouraging the  
formation of the entire parish community,  2009-2010 was 
another busy year for Christian Formation at St. Monica.  
Here are some numbers to show how many people take  
part in the ongoing formation efforts at our parish: 

63 Baptized 

58  Received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

84  Received the Sacrament of First Eucharist 

84  Received the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

421 Students attended formation classes  K4-11 

Also participating: 

8 High School Advisors 

4 Work Camp Leaders 

30 One-time Trip Leaders 

23 High School Senior Leaders 

32 Volunteer Catechists 

82 Soup with Substance Participants 

Additional adult formation opportunities included small 

group Bible studies; St. Patrickõs Day evening for Couples;  

Café Aduro Nights for Young Adults; MOPS ministry for 

moms; a church crawl; and momõs and dadõs lunches for 

parents of teens. 
 

Our teens participated in retreats, lock-ins and service trips, 

while Christian Formation for Children offered a variety of 

service opportunities including the following: 
 

Annual òSeason of Peaceó food drive:  This collection 

netted 101 boxes of food for the needy. 

  

Peace Pole:  Last yearõs 8th graders raised donations for a 

six-foot Peace Pole which will be òplantedó on the parish 

grounds this year, promoting the message òMay Peace  

Prevail On Earth.ó 

  
Genesis II:  This program offered 7th and 8th 
graders a òtasteó of the high school youth  
programs.  They made dog biscuits for the  
Humane Society, attended Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, celebrated a Teaching Mass 
with Fr Jerry and attended a  Shabbat Service 
at a local synagogue. 
 

Donut Days Program:  A parish-wide invita-
tion extended one Sunday each month        
following the 10:15 Mass fostered community 
and fellowship among parishioners and the day 
and Sunday School students who served as 
hosts each month. 
  

Fr. Perry speaks to our Christian Formation 
students about the House of Peace. 
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Human Concerns Outreach 

Did you know that St. Monica Parish gave more than $16,000 during the last fiscal year in support of our 

Human Concerns outreach efforts?  In fact, 1.5% of St. Monicaõs offertory was distributed by the Human 

Concerns Steering Committee to the following organizations: 

All Saints Parish (Milwaukee) 
 

Casa Romero  
 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

Meta House 
 

Open Door Café 
 

Shoreline Interfaith 
 

Smile Train 
 

Special Olympics WI 
 

Tewecado Trust, Inc. 
 

St. Benõs Clinic 
 

Blessed Trinity Parish Reach Program 
 

Catholic Relief Services (Natural Disaster relief) 
 

Ladies of Charity 
 

Nia Imani Family, Inc 
 

Emergency Assistance 
 

Right to Life Billboards 

All women of St. Monica Parish are invited to participate as members of the St. Monica Society.  This year 

they collected a total of $25,000 from dues and our Annual Antique Show, with $15,000 donated directly to 

St. Monica Parish.  The other $10,000 was allocated to the following organizations: 

Dominican High School scholarships 
 

St. Monica School and CF programs 
 

Catholic Relief Services 
 

School Sisters of St. Francis 
 

Local High School Campus Ministry programs 
 

Adult Learning Center 

Hope House 
 

Pearls for Girls 
 

Rosaline Manor 
 

Franciscan Peacemakers 
 

Dominican Center for Women 

These numbers do not reflect other St. Monica Human Concerns programs and ministries that help those 

in need including our regular contributions to St. Benõs, All Saints, and St. Vincent de Paul meal and poor 

box collection programs; Habitat for Humanity; Blessed Trinity food program; Ladies of Charity clothing 

collection and distribution; our Advent Tree; Knights of Columbus Holiday basket collection; and our Mar-

thaõs meal program for parish members in need. 

Thank you for your generosity this past year as  
we strive to live out the gospel call to love 

and serve one another! 



Our St. Monica Parish fiscal year ended on June 30th, 2010 with a loss of $158,828.  We continue to be blessed with 
the talent and treasure of our parishioners.  However, weekly envelope and offertory contributions have slipped again 
for the third year in a row.  Moreover, there is an alarming percentage of parishioners who do not contribute anything 
at all.  If this trend continues into 2011, there will be some concern over the continued viability of our many parish    
programs.  Accordingly, I echo Father Jerryõs call for 100% of our St. Monica Parish members to commit to 
giving something in support of our vital work.  
 

All of our parish programs have worked diligently in the past year, keeping expenses within their budgets.  We       
continue to care for our property with necessary capital expenditures.  In 2009-2010, St. Monica spent $50,000 for 
tuck-pointing; $6,500 for roof tiles and repair; $2,500 for organ repairs; $2,500 for a handicap accessible door for the 
church; 13,000 for a new server; and $4,300 to repair the Ministry Center porch and garage. 
 

In a continued effort to control expenses, parish programs have committed to cutting 10% of non-payroll expenses in 
the 2010-2011 budget.  Salaries for staff were also frozen for 2010-2011.  Despite these efforts to further control  
expenses, the 2010-2011 budget was approved with the expectation that we will need to draw an additional $50,000 
from reserves for operating expenses and $50,000 to $100,000 for capital expenses. 
 

If you have any questions concerning the financial report for our St. Monica Community, please contact me at the 
rectory at (414) 332-1576. Many thanks to everyone who has been so generous in supporting St. Monica this past year! 
 

God Bless~ 
 

Sara Cherny 
Business Administrator 
 

St. Monica Congregation 
Comparative Statement of Income and Expense 

12 Months for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 
(July 1st, 2009 ð June 30th, 2010) 

 
 

       This Fiscal Year  Last Fiscal Year  

What We Were Given:    2009-2010   2008-2009 
 

Weekly envelopes and offertory collection  1,138,818   1,148,183 
Tuition (School and Christian Formation)  1,220,747   1,151,402 
Contributionsï Parish organizations, gifts, tuition aid 270,267   304,847 
Other sources (rentals, candles, earnings et al)  58,385    22,614 
 

Total Income      2,688,217   2,627,046 
 
       This Fiscal Year  Last Fiscal Year  

How We Spent These Gifts:    2009-2010   2008-2009 
 

Salaries (all departments including school,   2,156,871   2,122,251 
  continuing education, and benefits) 

Supplies & Purchased Services costs   290,079   209,596 
Buildings & Grounds expenses    222,631   231,735 
Other expenses      97,095    102,355  

Capital expenditures     80,369    344,866 
 

Total Expenditures     2,847,045   3,010,803 
 

Surplus/(Deficit)      (158,828)   (383,757) 
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St. Monica Parish: A thriving Catholic faith community 


